
Basildon Parish Assembly
7th April 2011

1. Minutes of the 2010 Annual Assembly

2. Matters arising

3. Parish Council Report

4. Accounts for 2009/10 and 2010/11

5. District #ÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒȭÓReport ɀAlan Law

6. Parish Plan ɀStephen Billyeald

7. Any other business and Questions
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Parish Councillors 2010-2011
×Peter Twitchett (Chairman and VH Trustee)
×Natasha Higman (Vice -chairman) 
×Arthur Harrison 
×Brian Groom  (VH Trustee)
×Nathalie Weekes 
×*ÅÒÅÍÙ /ȭ"ÒÉÅÎ 
×Tim Martin 
×Suzanne Batchelor
×Sonia Higgins (January 2011)
×Douglas Bending (Parish Clerk)
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We also welcome

×Councillor Alan Law , Represents Basildon ward

WBC Executive member for Planning & Housing

×Stephen Billyeald ,  Parish Plan Coordinator

×PC Marc Robinson and PCSO Vivienne Joyce

×Pangbourne Neighbourhood Police Team

×Mobile: 0780 070 2517
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Basildon Parish Council

Provides  some local services including -

×Maintains Public Spaces

×Provides Recreation Facilities

×Maintains Footpaths and Bridleways (with WBC)

×Disposal of Litter

×Provides Village Amenities

×Supports the Village Hall and Parish Plan Actions
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Basildon Parish Council

Represents  your  views to West Berkshire 
Council 

×Influences West Berkshire Council  decisions

×Local Development Framework

×WBC Transport Strategy

×Planning applications

×Eastern Area Planning Committee
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Council Elections May 2011
The Council term of four years ends in May 

Brian Groom and myself  have not stood
for re -election 

The closing date for nominations has now passed 
and there have been 8 nominations

Consequently  the election for the Parish Council 
will not be contested

Thanks to all of the Council and in particular to 
Douglas, our Clerk for their support to myself as 

Chairman during the last four years
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Activities in 2010
× War memorial

× WBC Core Strategy for housing

× Local Transport Plan  2011 -2026

× Village Hall (Trustees) 

× Affordable Housing Survey

× Planning applications and 
Appeals

× Questionnaires:
Road Safety, Footpaths, Wakemans
Recreation Ground

× Meet with WBC Highways
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× Grit Bins

× School signs and parking 
restrictions

× Telephone boxes

× New notice boards
(Village Hall & Bethesda Street)

× Antisocial behaviour

× Fly tipping and litter

× Highway improvements

× Rename School Lane

× Financial support for Basildon 
Show



Affordable HousingSurvey

×700 households in May 2010,  183 responses  (27% )

×Two thirds in favour if a need is shown to exist. 

×Several households had immediate need

×29 others concerned about housing needs when older.  

×No entry level properties in Basildon.  

×Lowest priced house in Basildon ca £400,000 

×Potential  with Sovereign development at Wakemans ?
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Country Neighbour leaflet
×Pedestrian  and road safety
×Excessive speed (cars and commercial vehicles)

×Safer ways to walk  through the village esp. from Wakemans

× Inconsiderate driving

×Goods vehicles using Hook End Lane

×Footpaths

×More Rights of Way/permissive paths

× Improve existing

× Dog fouling

× Fly tipping

×Wakemans Recreation Ground

×Clean up/Improve 
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×Gardens no longer considered Brownfield land 
( little change to WBC  officers or Inspectors approach)

×Tree Cottage, Bethesda Street Grade II listed

×Historic importance and onetime home and studio of 
Gilbert Spencer RA
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Planning Applications in Basildon 
2010
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Planning Applications 2010

Purpose of Application Number of 

Applications

Number of 

houses

Additional Houses 12 15

Replacement houses 9 7

Extensions, 

Conservatories etc

26

Other 21

Renewals of Consent 4

Planning Conditions 21
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Planning Applications 2010

Approved
60%

Refused,With
drawn or 
Invalid

24%

Refused+ 
appeal 

dismissed
4%

Refused+ 
appeal 
allowed

4%

Pending
4%

Appeal 
pending

4%
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Planning Appeals 2010
×Applecroft 3 Houses Allowed

×DuchenesFarm 3 Houses Dismissed

×5 Sykes Gardens New access Dismissed

×GreensleevesLB House Allowed

×Beehive Inn (2009) Change of Use Allowed

×Beehive Inn (2010) Change of Use Withdrawn

×Trees, LB House (revised) Allowed

×Plot 1 Applecroft House (revised) Dismissed

Appeals pending

×Randars 3 Houses (non-determination)

×Yew Cottage House (revised)

×Tree Cottage 2 additional houses
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Planning Appeals 2003-2010
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Developer Contributions

×Planning  administration

×Libraries

×Healthcare

×Education

×Housing

×Highways ( VH access, Adders Lane, Wakeman's)

×Open Spaces (2009 Play area, Tennis Courts)
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Challenges for Basildon
×Maintain village character  in the face of

×Desire for new housing 

×Pavements/street lights/road signs 

×The armour plated motorist

×Speed or safety

×Cars or pedestrians, cyclists, horses

×Hedgerows versus visibility

×Urbanising features in house design
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Highways and Transport
Natasha Higman

×Local Transport Plan consultation in 

November 2009

×Bus service and stops

×Speed Indicating Devices available

×Speed limit reviews in the village



Highways and transport

×Update on speed limit reviews

×Reporting vehicle incidents

×Upgrading bus stops in Lower Basildon

×Moving bus stops in Upper Basildon





Douglas Bending, Clerk to the Council

2009-10 Audited

2010-11 Unaudited

2011-12 Budget and Precept
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Audited Accounts: 2009/10

×Balance brought forward £54k                 

×Income £40k

×Expenditure £60k

×Year End Balance £34k

reserved for Village Hall, 
Parish Plan  & S106 projects £23k

×Free Reserve £11k
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Unaudited Accounts 2010/11

×Balance brought forward £34 k                

× Income  (including S106 £15k) £49k

×Expenditure £38k

×Year End Balance £45k
×reserved for Village Hall, Parish Plan, 

S106 projects, allotments £26k

×Free reserve £19k
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Budget and Precept for 2011/12

×Balance brought forward £45k

×(Of which, reserved for projects £26k)

×Free reserve brought forward £19k

×Precept unchanged at £22k

×Total available for non-project items £41k

×Overall Budget £71k

×Projected end of year balance     approx      £27k
(of which is reserved for projects  £16k)

×Anticipated free reserve £11k
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Basildon Parish Council 
Precept 2003-2011
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Councillor Alan Law

Councillor for Basildon ward

Executive member for Planning 
& Housing

26



My Role
· ) ÈÁÖÅ έ Ȱ*/"3ȱ

1. Ward Member

ɀ Representing the residents of Basildon ward

ɀ Representing the Council to residents

2. Portfolio Member

ɀ Planning & Housing

· Longer term Policy Development

3. Executive Member

ɀ General running of the Council



West Berkshire Council
·Worse Winter for 100 years:
·Roads in a poor state, but holding up.
·Put extra money into road program (£9m this year)
·Government just allocated extra £900,000
·Potholes: Call Streetcare01635 519080

·Council Tax increase held to 0.00% 
·Major Budget pressures continue

·Priorities
·Front line services over back office
·Roads
·Environment (AONB)
·Education
·Caring for the vulnerable 



West Berkshire Council
·Economy:

·West Berks economy held up well
·3rd fastest growing local economy in UK 

@ 3.1% GNP in Dec 2010

·Major Development projects continued

· Parkway Shopping & Housing in Newbury centre

· New cinema

· St Bartsnew school building opened.

·Best eco school in the country

·New House building still at low levels

·Re-Cycling rate now ~50%  (11% in 2002)



Planning
·3ÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ,$& Ȱ#ÏÒÅ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȱ ÔÏ 3ÅÃ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÔÅ
·Examination in Public  Nov 2010
·ȰÓÕÓÐÅÎÄÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ *ÕÌÙ άΪΫΫȱ

·Key features:
· Kept Housing figs down to 10500 (06-2026)
· New housing focused on Urban areas 

· Newbury RaceCourse& SandlefordPark: Strategic sites

· AONB recognition is central to the Plan
·-ÏÒÅ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ Ȱ,ÏÃÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ Ǫ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȱ

·"ÁÃË 'ÁÒÄÅÎ ÌÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ Ȱbrownfieldȱ
· Endeavouring to protect rural lane hedgerows

· Basildon & StreatleyȰÒÕÒÁÌ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȱ ÎÏÔ ȰÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȱ
·0ÁÎÇÂÏÕÒÎÅȡ Á ȰÒÕÒÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÅȱ 



Local Achievements
·#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÏÐÐÏÓÅ ȰÉÎÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅȱ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓ

·.ÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓȣȢȢ 
·ȰÌÏÓÔȱ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÓ ÒÅ BeeHivePub and Trees (Lower Basildon)

·Restrict HGV movements on local roads ɀ
· 18 ton limit on A329 & A417 Streatley(2010)
· 7.5 ton limit on Hook End & Meade lanes & Park Wall lane (2011-12)
· 7.5 ton limit on B4009 (2012-13)

·%ØÔÒÁ 3ÁÌÔ ÂÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȰÇÒÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÒÏÁÄÓȱ
·Road Safety

·3ÃÈÏÏÌ &ÌÁÓÈÉÎÇ Ȱ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ ÌÉÇÈÔÓ
· Pedestrian phase at Bull X roads traffic lights

·Members Bid 
· £25000 for new Pre-school building in Streatley

·Current Challenges:
· State of Roads:   Call Streetcare01635 519080
· Planning by Appeal  
· Decisions on Local applications by unelected Planning Inspectors



Stephen Billyeald

Parish Plan Coordinator
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Allotments

×About 20 households have requested allotments

×Landowners generally unwilling to make land 

available

×Possible  site at the Village Hall Recreation 

Ground

×Village Hall Trustees and Parish Council must 

decide whether to  support this
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Allotments at the Village Hall

FOR

×~20 households request

×Parish Plan objective

×No other sites found

×Close neighbours OK

×Clear rules for users

×More use of the Rec

×NPFA content

×Could be reinstated
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AGAINST

×Exclusive use of the Rec

×Reduces size of Rec

×Conflict with ball games

×Need to relocate 
rugby/football pitch

×Unsightly

×Shed unattractive

×High cost/few benefit



Allotments - the decision
·ȰAllotmenteersȱ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÐÌÁÎȾÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 

case/costings

·Village Hall Trustees to  decide in principle

·Parish Council to consider funding  from:

·Parish Plan funds

·Developer Contributions

·Council Tax

·Planning application

·Parish Council and WBC to decide whether to 
support this



Questions

www.basildon -berks.net

parishcouncil@basildon -berks.net
!ÌÌ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÏÕÎÔÒÙ 

.ÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒȱ

Council meetings are held in public

We welcome your contribution
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Upper Basildon Settlement Boundary
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